
 

       “He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the  

        shadow of the Almighty.  I will say to the Lord, ‘My refuge and 

        my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.’” Psalm 91:1-2 

 

 Greetings First Brethren Colony. I am praying for you and hope that you all are well and being 

safe during this time of uncertainty. May our comfort and peace be in our God in whom we trust. 

 As we continue to tread through this coronavirus, I know that we want to get back to being with 

the Body of Christ as-soon-as-possible. As our Governor has laid out a plan for the citizens of 

Indiana with a five-stage process to re-open, the FBC Board of Directors has had to make our 

decisions with that and our St. Joseph County Health Department’s restrictions. Our primary concern 

is the health of our congregation and our community. 

 With that being said, we have determined that our first day to meet together for a public worship 

service will be May 31. Our tentative re-opening schedule will be as follows. 

 May 10/17/24      9:30am Sunday morning Worship  - streaming 

 May 27  with restrictions 10:00 am Wednesday Bible Study   at FBCSB/zoom 

 May 31  with restrictions    9:30am  Sunday Worship  - no 2nd Hour at FBCSB/stream 

 June 7 with  restrictions    9:30am Sunday Worship  - no 2nd Hour at FBCSB/stream 

 June 14 with restrictions    9:30am Worship   & 10:50am 2nd Hour at FBCSB/stream 

   Preceding ministries fulfilled as deemed by leadership within social guidelines 

 We also must remember that there may be changes to all our timing and plans, so please be 

patient and be alert for any communications from FBC. We are taking every precaution to protect our 

colony and our community to prevent the spread of the coronavirus. Our desire is to reopen our 

facilities with the assurance that we have done everything in our ability to open safely within the 

guidelines of our governing officials.  

 We want to assure you that our desire is to respect one another and to honor each individual’s 

decision on when you choose to gather with the Body of Christ again. We understand that each 

person will determine when it is safe for them to step back into circulation within the population. We 

will look forward to gathering together and we will respect each other’s opinions concerning our 

current situation. 

 We ask for everyone to follow our public officials RESTRICTIONS:  

A face covering over one's nose and mouth shall be required for any persons entering an 

enclosed public space or place of business, The face covering shall be worn at all times when 

physical distancing of at least six feet cannot be maintained. 

 We will also ask for everyone to adhere to the following PRECAUTIONS: 

  Do not attend events at FBCSB if you have one of the following: 

  1. if you feel sick 

  2. if anyone in your family is sick 

  3. if someone in your family has tested positive with the coronavirus 

  4. if you are an older person with any apprehensions (Note: Indiana State guidelines 

   suggest that individuals 65 or older should stay home and watch services online) 
  5. if you are a person with a serious underlying health condition 

 The decisions that we have had to make are not easy because we are anxious to be together, but 

we will strive to do the best for this Body of Christ. Thank you for your ongoing prayers, financial 

support, and loving God’s family.  Please let us know if there is anything that we can do to help you 

as and individual or family. Please join us for our streaming service on YouTube, First Brethren 

Church, South Bend, (https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBWr668S_O943xoUdQ3kAGQ). 

Also view our website (firstbrethren.org) or Facebook page. We also are having Bible Studies via 

zoom, so if you want to join us please let us know. If you have a spiritual need or questions, we are 

open, so please contact me at 291-4909, 330-903-1044 or fyoungen@att.net. Blessings. 
 

    Pastor Fred 


